ABSTRACT -The wheat cultivar BRS 254 was developed by Embrapa. It resulted from a cross between Embrapa 22*3 and Anahuac 75. The gluten strength of BRS 254 is high and the cultivar is suited for irrigated conditions. 
INTRODUCTION
The central region of Brazil, the Cerrado with approximately 500 thousand ha of area, is a potential for irrigated wheat cultivation. However, for 2007, an estimated area of only 50 thousand ha was cultivated with wheat in the states of Minas Gerais, Goiás, Distrito Federal and Mato Grosso. Despite an average yield of approximately 4.500 kg ha -1 , the regional wheat production is far from meeting the demand of the milling industry of local wheat, of over 1.5 million tons. The institutions Embrapa Trigo, Embrapa Cerrados, Embrapa Arroz e Feijão and the Escritório de Negócios do Triângulo Mineiro cooperate on a program of genetic wheat breeding for the Central Cerrado region of Brazil, with the objective of developing wheat cultivars adapted to the tropical edaphoclimatic conditions. This study had the objective of supplying the scientific and technological community with information on the wheat cultivar BRS 254, the first in the region obtained by the method of haplodiploidization, with a high yield potential and superior industrial quality for bread making. Cultivar BRS 254 was classified as improver wheat. It can be used in the fabrication of pasta, crackers, bread and blends with soft wheat types for bread making. The mean gluten strength during the period of experimentation was 330 x 10 -4 J, varying from 297 to 383 x 10 -4 J. In relation to the other qualitative traits, the mean protein content of BRS 254 was 11.4%, and the bands 1, 7+8 and 5+10 were found, referring to the high-molecular-weight glutenins. The grain was classified as hard with mean industrial yield of over 60% (standard moisture 14%). 
PEDIGREE AND BREEDING METHOD

OTHER TRAITS
BRS 254 is a cultivar of hard red spring wheat, and is suitable for cultivation under irrigation. The performance in the test states indicated the cultivar for commercial-scale production, aiming at grain production in all wheat regions of the central region of Brazil (Commission 2005) . The plant height (mean of 86 cm) is medium and the cycle early, for heading (55 days in mean) as well as for maturation (mean of 115 days). With regard to the main abiotic stresses inherent of the cultivation region, the cultivar is moderately lodging-resistant to natural threshing and natural ear germination and susceptible to soil aluminum toxicity. The reaction to the main wheat diseases is reasonable. It is characterized by susceptibility to leaf rust, powdery mildew, to Septoria nodorum, to scab and leaf blast. The reaction to spot blotch and tan spot is moderately susceptible. Under the production conditions in the Brazilian Cerrado, these reactions are no restriction to commercial production.
Morphologically, cultivar BRS 254 has predominantly erect leaves (40%), slightly colorful auricles (90%), fusiform ears and awns with light coloration at maturation and longish dark red grains.
SEED MAINTENANCE AND DISTRIBUTION
Cultivar BRS 254 was indexed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal husbandry and Supply (MAPA), under number 19882, certificate nr. 00896. The institution Embrapa Trigo is in charge of the genetic seed and Serviço Nacional de Tecnologia da Embrapa (SNT) is responsible for the basic seed of this cultivar.
